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‘Asia Data Privacy Laws is the first ground-breaking work to examine data privacy laws and data 
protection authorities across Asia. ... This comprehensive and authoritative book, written with verve 
and vigour, should prove to be a rich source of knowledge of privacy laws and practices in Asia for 
regulators, lawyers, privacy professionals, and academics within and outside the region.’
	 - Allan Chiang, Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data, Hong Kong	

‘Rich in legal and political detail, and comprehensive in scope, Graham Greenleaf’s new book is an 
important reminder of the global reach of contemporary data privacy law. It stands as a model for the 
comparative analysis of data protection policy, not only in Asia, but elsewhere as well. ‘
	 - Professor Colin J. Bennett, University of Victoria,Co-author of The Governance of Privacy

‘Graham Greenleaf has thought more and more deeply about data protection and privacy laws in 
Asia than most scholars or practitioners. This masterful volume offers detailed studies of the key 
jurisdictions as well as thoughtful – and thought-provoking – analysis of regional trends and 	
possible futures.’
	 - Prof. Simon Chesterman, Dean of the National University of Singapore, Faculty of Law

‘This volume will help everyone who processes personal data anywhere in Asia to understand the 
obligations that accompany the processing.  Everyone outside of Asia who does business with Asian 
consumers – or who advises those who do – needs this book.’
	 - Robert Gellman, former Chief Counsel to the Government Information Subcommittee, 	 	
   	   USA House of Representatives

‘A remarkable work of privacy law and comparative law scholarship, and both gives much detailed and 
useful information on the specifics of national laws in Asian countries, and provides a high-level analysis 
of the trends that they evidence. It will be a mandatory part of the bookshelf of anyone interested in 
the global aspects of data protection.’
	 - Christopher Kuner, Editor-in-chief, International Data Privacy Law 

Table of Contents

PART I: ASIA AND INTERNATIONAL DATA 
PRIVACY STANDARDS
1. Data Privacy Laws in Asia–Context and History
2. International Structures Affecting Data 
Privacy in Asia
3. Standards by Which to Assess a Country’s 
Data Privacy Laws
PART II: NATIONAL DATA PRIVACY LAWS IN 
ASIA
4. Hong Kong SAR–New Life for an Established 
Law
5. South Korea–The Most Innovative Law 
6. Taiwan–A Stronger Law, on a Constitutional 
Base
7. China–From Warring States to Convergence?
8. Japan–The Illusion of Protection
9. Macau SAR–The ‘Euro model’
10. Singapore–Uncertain Scope, Strong Powers
11. Malaysia–ASEAN’s First Data Privacy Law  

in Force
12. The Philippines and Thailand–ASEAN’s 
Incomplete Comprehensive Laws
13. Vietnam and Indonesia–ASEAN’s Sectoral 
Laws
14. Privacy in the other Five South-east Asian 
(ASEAN) States
15. India–Confusion Raj, with Outsourcing
16. Privacy in the Other Seven South Asian 
(SAARC) States
PART III: COMPARISONS STANDARDS, AND 
FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS
17. Comparing Protections and Principles– an 
Asian Privacy Standard?
18. Assessing Data Privacy Enforcement in Asia–
Alternatives and Evidence
19. International Developments–Future 
Prospects for Asia
20. Asian Data Privacy Laws–Trajectories, 
Lessons, and Optimism


